AARE Awards Prayer Service script (Slide 1 title)
It is a privilege to lead this prayer service among so many distinguished people, their families and friends here tonight.  The people here tonight being honoured, I am sure did not set out to win an award as one would train and strive to achieve an Olympic or Paralympic Medal.  Athletes  do so for a range of reasons but as history reminds us, as the champions of old would ride triumphant into the city and beckon the people’s praise – there would be a person in their chariot whispering right behind them ...”All glory is fleeting.” (Slide 2 wreath) They may be the champion today, but as the olive leaves in their wreath fade and break, the attention and affection must again return to their ruler – usually the one giving them the perishable crown of temporary glory. 
Allow me to share these verses of Scripture that I expect more accurately describe the heart motivation and attitude of those being honoured tonight, of those that nominated them and their supporters who encourage or resource their valued service - as unto God - from whom we each hope to receive an imperishable crown in His presence when we are “in Glory” permanently.
In Matthew 10V40-42 Jesus shares that those who provide hospitality to prophets or teachers get the same reward as the prophets or teachers - but verse 42 goes on to say, “And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.” 
Providing religious education & pastoral care is for a greater purpose than just keep society peaceful & happy. We of faith seek to share the faith, and its hope, and the joy we have experienced so that others may also experience God’s forgiveness and help in this life, then His rewards in the next! 

We serve the children and young people on behalf of their parents and the wider community for the harmony and good hopes of all in this the Lucky Country. (Slide 3 flag) In the Australia Flag there are 5 crosses - Four Christian crosses and the Southern Cross star constellation. We build on the foundations laid down faithfully by others and help people today to recognise the hand of God in this Christian nation in this great Asian region. While many Australians may only look to a convict past, there is another history of our forefathers faith and contribution to the kingdom of God—a positive affirmation of a nation with a providential destiny. Yet there is much more to be done by us and the emerging generation we nurture!

(Slide 4 Pledge)  Let’s join together in our first movement of prayer by inviting you all to stand and repeat the Australian Citizen’s Pledge, as it is an oath, or prayer of commitment, as it symbolises our unity as a nation. It represents commitment to Australia and its people, the values we share - based enormously on our Christian heritage and for our common future. (Read slide 5 as a prayer together)
In the absence of an original person to bring a welcome to country, allow me without any change of skin colour, let me take you on a spiritual journey around this nation that we have all come earlier or recently to call home and the demonstrate the reason for the season (not of Christmas or Easter at this time) but our annual awards ceremony tonight for those working in religious education & pastoral care in schools. It is both an inspiration and hope, but is also a story of sadness and despair with white man’s treatment and diseases causing tremendous grief to these prior people who had themselves pushed earlier arrivals to Tasmania. With the arrival of the English who pioneered and established this nation - we now see aboriginal people embracing the Christian faith possibly more than the general population! (Slide 6 Aboriginal)
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“For many people globally, the coming of Christianity meant the end of traditional beliefs. This was not the case in the Torres Strait. Christianity was embraced and the light of God was welcomed into everyday lives with culture informing and playing a huge role in shaping understanding.” The Christian mass of sharing the bread and wine is similar to a part of Islander culture known as ‘good pasin’, where the Coming of Light festival has physical, cultural and spiritual significance for all Torres Strait Islanders as one is recorded to have said, “This is a very special day as being a Christian has made our lives better.” 
Magellan a Portuguese Catholic, in opening up the South Seas to the Europeans had a main purpose - to convert the nations to Christ. It was his faith that sustained him through terrible deprivations until a strait was found into the Pacific. Pedro Fernandez de Quiros, another Portuguese Catholic, was also seeking to convert the inhabitants of the south seas to Christianity and it was during one of these expeditions that the name “Great Southland of the Holy Spirit” was first used.

One welcome to country was here in our own state of WA, to our north at Shark Bay.  

Abel Tasman was the first European to sight New Zealand and Tasmania and on his return wrote in his journal "God be praised and thanked for this happy voyage." 

(Slide 7 Cook)
The Evangelical Awakening in England also had its effect in Australia and the South Pacific. People such as William Carey were awakened to the need for evangelism through reading "Captain Cooks Voyages."  Many Englishmen became aware for the first time of lands in the Pacific and Asia. 

Richard Johnson was the first Christian minister and came with the First Fleet. Governor Macquarie was always trying to improve the moral and religious well being of the colony, hoping that those in his care would become good Christians. He personally promoted the British and Foreign Bible Society and the Sunday School Movement. Macquarie particularly encouraged Christian Education commencing a number of schools under the supervision of the Government Chaplains, so that by 1817 the most common discussion in the pages of the Sydney Gazette, was on the merits of Bible reading.

Our oldest parliament in NSW opens with this prayer. Would you please stand again and pretend that  you are the elected representatives charged with making the laws of the land at that time: 

(Slide 8)  "Almighty God we humbly beseech thee to vouchsafe thy blessing upon this parliament, direct and prosper our deliberations to the advancement of thy glory and the true welfare of the people, our State and Australia. Amen."

For many years South Australia's capital was known as the Holy City, but today it is known as the   City of Churches.  Adelaide in its formative years couldn't seat all the parishioners in their churches. From the time of South Australia's settlement in 1836 to 1915 (79 years) more children attended Sunday School than attended school. In one of the first schools opened by George Angas the sole textbook was the bible.

 Many of our parliaments commence each day of sitting with The Lord’s Prayer and then a prayer about the issues or crisis faced by our people or those in our world. A similar prayer is said in our Federal Parliament. Our Australian Constitution was prayed over continually by the man mainly responsible for its passage through the House of Commons. Alfred Deakin, who was later to become Prime Minister, regarded the Federal Constitution as providential and that it only came into being through a series of miracles. 
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 (Slide 9) The Constitution Preamble states: "Whereas the people of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Queensland; and Tasmania humbly relying on the blessing of Almighty God, have agreed to unite in one indissoluble Federal Commonwealth under the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and under the Constitution hereby established...."  This preamble was in response to numerous signed petitions from people from every colony represented in the Federal Convention. However, some are lobbying for these prayers to stop and the preambles to be removed.
We have many solid foundations to stake our claim of faith upon and implore parents that we have a duty to them & their children to pass these grounding statements onto their children in our care:  but many recent commentators seem to suggest that we should keep our faith to ourselves, such a deep personal commitment that we should practice it privately and not bother other rational thinking adult people with the rules, styles and ceremonies commanded by our “imaginary friend.” What good is faith in God in our modern society when G.O.D. could soon be regarded as short for “Globally Obtainable Data!” Google - OMG! Would people text that if they knew G stood for God?

Let’s look at one man, not in education or pastoral care & see how his voice has made a difference in the real world of coal mining – did you know that before Christians in Australia invented Sunday School – children worked and died in unsafe factories and mines. (Slide 10 BOB Mellows)
Coal mines throughout the world, are places of great risk to the men who work in them. The Cornwell coal mine in the Fingal Valley of Tasmania, recorded through 1980 and 1990 that there were about 200 reported accidents each year. So much so that the company had paid between $50,000 and $250,000 per annum in compensation. The Cornwell mine was no different from any other mine site – that was until … they employed a new mine manager. 

The new mine manager Bob Mellows, spoke to his men about how different the work place would be if they treated each other in a way consistent with the teachings of Jesus.  He made a study of   the practical meaning of the word love in the New Testament and shared his findings with his men.    A break though in relationships occurred, leading to the development of trust and true concern for the welfare of others.

He was able to report to the Conference that in 1991/ 1992 the teachings of Jesus were embraced by the men at the Cornwell mine and the accident rate dipped dramatically. By 1993, the cost of compensation and the accident rate fell to almost zero & remained so. At the 1998 Coal Operators Conference Bob Mellows reported, “It is not because of legalism that Jesus Christ told us to love God and one another. It was because He knew it was essential to our wellbeing in all aspects of life.”
But these sorts of stories and the faith-reason behind their efforts are being eroded and so for many, their significant Christian Connection is not common knowledge.
(Slide 11) It would be fair to say that most Australians had not heard of David Unaipon until this $50 note arrived. He patented a number of inventions including advanced clippers for shearing sheep, the plans of which are portrayed to the right of his portrait. Unaipon was the first Aboriginal writer to be published and an extract from the handwritten preface to his “Legendary Tales of the Aborigines” is shown.  It reads: “As a full-blooded member of my race I think I may claim to be the first, but I hope not the last, to produce an enduring record of our customs beliefs and imaginings.” 
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The Mission Church where Unaipon was educated is shown at the left of the note. David wrote poetry and authored a number of books. For fifty years he travelled south–eastern Australia, writing, lecturing and preaching in churches and cathedrals. He eventually became the Aboriginal spokesperson to the government on many issues connected with the wellbeing of his people.  David was unable to secure enough financial backing to fully develop his designs, yet he gained a reputation of being ‘Australia’s Leonardo’ for his promotion of scientific ideas. 

(Slide 12) Edith Cowan was a social worker and the first female parliamentarian in 1921 when she was elected to the Western Australia State Parliament. She was active in promoting improved conditions for women, migrants and disadvantaged children. Her portrait appears on the back of this $50 note.   Her name is now used for the university at which many teachers did their training. As it was known when I studied their course to become a Scripture Teacher  it had a rather unfortunate title “The West Australian College of Advanced Education ... so I called a WACAE Scripture teacher!
(Slide 13) $20 On the back is John Flynn, "Flynn of the Inland" a Presbyterian minister whose tireless work for isolated communities in Australia's far flung areas resulted in the establishment of the Royal Flying Doctor Service. The first Flying Doctor mission in May 1928, is the plane depicted to the left of the note. Below the plane is a pedal wireless transceiver set used on outback stations for communication including the "School of the Air" which bought education to children in isolated areas. A "Where Does It Hurt" body chart for medical diagnosis by numbers is also shown. My Dad as more recently painted the logos on their planes in WA. Here is John Flynn’s letter to his dad in 1901 the year of Federation  - he wrote;

“Dear Dad, I’ll be 21 in a fortnight and have been thinking that I should give you my thoughts concerning the future - the more I think and the more I see the grandeur and beauty of Christianity and the hollowness of human life considered as complete in itself . . .”, if Jesus of Nazareth is indeed the Son of Almighty God; if He was in reality ‘God with us’ showing us the Father; if it is a fact that we only sojourn on this earth for a while, and then appear before the Creator of the universe. . . what more honourable calling can a man follow than getting his fellows to realise this fact and act upon it?” 
(Slide 14) $5 Australia’s new “ Next Generation Wattle” series of banknotes commenced on 1 September 2016 (Wattle Day) which will include different types of wattle in its designs.  Our Queen graces this most circulated note as she does all coins in our currency. We in WA had the visit of our Queen in 2011 for the Commonwealth Head’s of Government Meetings. AARE and many churches & organisation partnered with the Commonwealth Prayer Initiative which provided school incursions into private & public schools and received about 400 prayers written by children throughout the commonwealth. These were published and leather bound copies presented to the Governor, Premier, Prime Minister and The Queen. The sculpture representing Revelation’s Tree of Life stands outside Wesley Church in Hay Street on permanent display. When we were preparing for the Unveiling ceremony I discovered that one other 37 prayers etched around its base included a child from one of my public school scripture classes. The principal arranged for the parent to collect this child so he could be there for the unveiling: Imagine the impact on a young child that came from realising that his prayer was received by the Governor, Premier, Prime Minister, The Queen and known by God also - as we discussed in class the following week .  (Slide 15 )
Back further when our Constitutional Christian Monarchy expressed the Lordship of Christ when the Queen was presented with the Bible: "to keep your Majesty ever mindful of the law and the Gospel of God as the rule for the whole of life and government of Christian Princes, we present you with this Book, the most valuable thing this world affords. Here is wisdom; this is the royal law; these are the lively oracles of God." 
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(Slide 16 )When the Orb was delivered to the Queen the Coronation Service stated: "Receive this Orb set under the cross, and remember that the whole world is subject to the power and empire of Christ our Redeemer." 
In our final movement of Prayer, would you join with me and recite the words taught by Jesus to His disciples who went onto share and care for all as they dispersed around the world over centuries past. (Slide 17 )A popular saying is that we Christians should share the love of Christ and when necessary use words. Considering that “the religious exceptions bill was to be debated in the Victorian parliament at approx 3:30 pm today” and many other issues will soon engage us in public debates whether we like it or not – brings this prayer into relevance not as a closure to this service, but rather as an introduction to what actions we will take next and certainly the need to use words is Necessary!  

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory. for ever and ever. Amen
Brady ushers people to go upstairs.
